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• Identify and encourage innovative economic 
development approaches and apply creative 
techniques and partnerships to promote a 
sustainable regional economy with high quality of 
life. 

• Develop and implement a comprehensive 
economic development strategy that emphasizes 
regional cooperation over competition and 
supports existing businesses, the creation of new 
businesses, and a skilled work force.



LouAnn Christensen Brigham City, Mayor
Bill Cox Rich County Commissioner, Ranching and Beef Production
Clark Davis Box Elder County Commissioner (Davis & Bott CPA)
Chad Downs Smithfield City Mayor (USU Extension)
Chuck Earl Fielding Mayor (Circle C Ready Mix, Owner)
Sandy Emile Cache Chamber of Commerce, President
Darrel Gibbons Cache County Councilman(Dairy)
Jay Hardy Box Elder County Commissioner (Dairy)
Allen Harrison Bear Lake Regional Commission, Director
Lynn Lemon Cache County Executive
Ted Nyman Department of Work Force Services
Craig Showalter Woodruff Mayor (Shubee Repair, Handy Man)
Susan Thackery Box Elder County Economic Development
Rich Van Dyke Box Elder County Commissioner (Idle Isle Candy, Owner)
Randy Watts Logan City, Mayor
Norman A. Weston Rich County Commissioner (Rancher)
Thomas J. Weston Rich County Commissioner (Weston Back Hoe, Rancher)
MacKay Willis Laketown Mayor (Retired School Administrator)
Cory Yeates Cache County Council (Cache Valley Ice, Owner)



Steering Committee
Cindy Bilskie BRAG Community & Economic Development
Allen Harrison Bear Lake Regional Commission
Nikki Anderson Bear River Valley Chamber of Commerce
Susan Thackeray Box Elder County Economic Development
Monica Holdaway Brigham City Chamber of Commerce
Paul Larsen Brigham City Economic Development
Sandy Emile Cache Chamber of Commerce
Kirk Jensen Logan City Economic Development
Ned Weinshenker Utah State University Innovation Campus
Allison Brady Utah State University Innovation Campus
Monica Neilson Utah State University Innovation Campus



Utah Population by County:  2006

Source:  Utah Population Estimates Committee
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Utah Population Growth Rates by County:  2005 to 20 06

Source:  Utah Population Estimates Committee
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Population has been growing 
rapidly in the periphery counties 
surrounding the Wasatch Front. In 
the southwest corner, Washington 
County is considered one of the 
fastest growing counties in the 
nation.



Box Elder & Cache County Population
1989 to 2006
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Source: Governor’s Office of Planning & Budget, Demographic & Economic Analysis Section September 2006.

2000-2006 Growth Rate
Cache 2.5%

Box Elder 1.2%



Box Elder & Cache NonFarm Jobs
1989 to 2007 (March)
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Source: Utah Dept. Workforce Services, Workforce Information August 2007.

New Jobs Growth Rate
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Box Elder = 1.6%
Cache = 2.5%
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Box Elder & Cache County Population
1989 to 2006
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2000-2006 Growth Rate
Cache 2.5%

Box Elder 1.2%
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Other Services Total New Jobs = 700
Growth Rate = 3.7%




�����
���
�����������


40,000

42,000

44,000

46,000

48,000

50,000

00 01 02 0399
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services: Augu st 2007

04 05 06 07




�����
���
�����������
��	��
����
��

-3.5%

-1.5%

0.5%

2.5%

4.5%

6.5%

00 01 02 0399
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services: Augu st 2007

04 05 06 07



0

204

287

619

-18

72

143

34

65

35

140

Natural Resources

Construction

Manufacturing

Trade, Trans., Utilities

Information

Financial Activities

Education and Health

Government

Cache Nonfarm Job Growth (Numeric Change)
March 2006 – March 2007

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services

Prof., and Business

Leisure and Hospitality

Other Services

Total New Jobs = 1,565

Growth Rate = 3.3%



�����
���
�����������


0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1,000

00 01 02 0399
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services: Augu st 2007

04 05 06 07



�����
���
�����������
��	��
����
��

-19.0%

-9.0%

1.0%

11.0%

21.0%

31.0%

00 01 02 0399
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services: Augu st 2007

04 05 06 07



Annual Unemployment Rates

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.
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State, Box Elder, Cache, and Rich 
Unemployment Rates
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June 2007
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2006 Average Monthly Wage by County

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.
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Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.
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Average Monthly Wage – 2006

Because of the 
concentration of 
manufacturing in Box 
Elder, it ranks third in 
Utah counties for 
wages, $3,176 ($18.32/hr).

State wages at $2,883 
($16.63/hr) are above the 
Cache average $2,169 
($12.51/hr) and Rich $1,719
($9.92/hr).
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Bear River Counties Construction  
Dwelling Permits
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Bear River Counties Construction 
Permit Values (Millions of $)
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Challenges

� Growth
� Labor Shortages


